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Changes at Charlotte Christian College
By Eric Hoenes

If you’ve ever walked down Whiting Avenue, no doubt you will have
noticed the vibrant stained-glass windows on the front of a church.
That building, which currently serves as the library for the Charlotte
Christian College & Theological Seminary and was formerly the
home of the North Charlotte Baptist Congregation, is at the center of
a controversial development now. So, the Back in the Day Committee thought that this would be a good time to revisit its history.

North Charlotte Baptist Congregation’s history goes back to 1904 when a group of
mill workers at the Highland Park #3 mill first started meeting at a simple four-room
mill home on North Meyers Street, which has since been razed. That house wasn’t just
a place for Sunday worship, though, it also served as a night school that taught the
mechanics of mill machinery and as a community gathering place. In fact, people fondly
called the church “The Clubhouse.” All of that activity also meant that by 1908 the congregation had outgrown the space, so they decided to build a free-standing church on
36th Street [as seen in photo above], where the Mercury NoDa now stands. Their first
baptismal services were held in the old Mercury Pond across from Mecklenburg Mill,
and the church regularly hosted tent revivals.
By 1950, it was clear that the congregation had once again outgrown their church
home, and members voted to purchase eight lots on Whiting Avenue. The cornerstone
of the original red brick church was laid in May 1951. By the time the first service was
held at the new location in 1952, the congregation had swelled to over 500 people. It
was at this time that the church changed its name to Whiting Avenue Baptist Church.
The new location proved to be extremely popular with the entire neighborhood—particularly the youth, who frequented its many programs. It sponsored church-league
softball and baseball teams and offered billiards and other popular games of the time.
But this would not be the only sanctuary of the church built on Whiting Avenue. In
1962, the new Sanctuary featuring the stained-glass windows was completed next
door. Its first service was on December 23, almost 54 years to the day of the first service

held at the original North Charlotte Baptist Church. Whiting Avenue Baptist Church
would continue to serve North Charlotte over the next four decades.
Melba Bryson, who still lives on Whiting Avenue, joined the church shortly thereafter
and served as their pianist and organist for the next 35 years. She was even there when
the church paid off the loan they had taken out to build the next structure. “That was in
1985, I think. We were so proud of it!” she says. “We had some very good people [there],
a very good pastor—Earle Porter, and lots of programs for people in the Church.”
By the start of the 21st Century, though, a lot had changed in the neighborhood. The
mills were long-gone, many of the congregants had moved elsewhere, and few of the
old-timers remained—leaving what had at one time been a vital neighborhood institution on what seemed to be its last legs. In 2001, a man named Eddie Grigg approached
David Summer, the church’s deacon, with a new plan. As he told the NoDa News in
2014, Dr. Grigg felt called by God to open a seminary and was drawn to the location on
Whiting Avenue. The leaders of Whiting Avenue Baptist Church had been thinking
about selling the building, but instead, they donated it to Dr. Grigg to open his seminary, which started operating as New Life Theological Seminary in 2002. Over the
next decade, New Life renovated both buildings on their campus and leased the old
building to the congregation of the New Vision Deliverance Ministry.
In the summer of 2017, we learned that the lot was for sale and planned for redevelopment. It’s unclear what will happen to this church now. Although the developers say
that they would like to preserve the 1962 church structure since it would give their development a unique look, there has been opposition from some neighbors who would
prefer only residential use for the property. Though the North Charlotte Baptist
Church no longer operates in NoDa, its legacy is intertwined with our neighborhood’s
history. The church’s first two homes were razed long ago; time will tell what will befall
its last one.
Check out Back in the Day’s double article on the history of this parcel and the church
in the NoDa News April 2014 and July 2014 editions on noda.org/about/noda-news.

